
 

Are you hard of hearing?  Follow our blog at: https://theauralreport.wordpress.com 

Follow us on Twitter! @HearPEI 

The Canadian Hard of Hearing Association, PEI Chapter 

 Formed 2001 

 Builds awareness & provides information on hearing 
related topics 

 Engages in advocacy for the hard of hearing 

 Holds regular meetings with guest speakers on hearing 

related topics 

 Fosters speech-reading classes 

 Encourages hearing accessibility in public places 

Tips for Presenting/Speaking to Those with Hearing Loss 
 

Presenting/speaking to those who have hearing loss (also referred to as the ‘hard of 
hearing’) and having them understand what is being said requires a few simple 

strategies. Here are a few key tips to remember as a presenter when speaking to those 
who have hearing loss. 
 

1. Speak clearly and not too quickly, giving a natural pause between phrases/sentences. 
 

2. Stand in one place, rather than moving around.  Face your listeners.  
 
3. Be sure that the lighting is good and that your face is well lit, not in shadow. In order 

to speech read, your listeners need to see your face clearly! 
 
4. Use lots of facial expression. This helps enormously in providing a context for your 

words and is key for speech reading. 
 

5. If at all possible, use a sound system. Be sure that your microphone is not directly in 
front of your mouth. All persons with hearing loss speech read to some extent and need 
to see your mouth/lips. 

 
6. Display the main points of your presentation in some way - whether via PowerPoint, a 

flip chart, or printed outline.  
 
7. Pause from time to time, especially following key points, and ask whether your 

listeners whether they need you to repeat/rephrase what you have said.   
 
8. Before answering, be sure to repeat any audience questions to be sure that listeners 

have understood them. 
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