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Family Place hosts FREE, weekly, parent-child 
playgroups in the following locations.

KENSINGTON
Wednesdays at the Murray Christian Centre, 

(please use the ramp entrance door),  School Street, 
Kensington from 9:30 to 11:30 am.

BORDEN-CARLETON
Fridays at the Public Library, 244 Borden Ave-

nue, Borden-Carleton from 9:30 – 11:30 am.
Please join us for some play time with educa-

tional toys, a healthy snack and circle time.
Playgroups give both children and grown-ups a 

chance to connect and socialize.  Children get the 
opportunity to practice their social skills in a safe, 
familiar setting while adults can forge friendships 
and get support from people who understand ex-
actly what they are going through.

For more information please call (902) 436-1348 
or email familyplace@eastlink.ca

New London Community Complex 
partners with Camp Triumph for 

Chase the Ace

New London Community Complex

CHASE THE WINNERS

As a non-profit volun-
teer organization, Hear 
PEI (AKA PEI Chapter of  
the Cdn Hard of  Hearing 
Assn) works to improve 
awareness of  issues re-
garding hearing loss and 
hearing prevention. The 
more information avail-
able on hearing accessi-
bility tools and programs 
on behalf  of  those with 
hearing loss, the better 
quality of  life for every-
one.  One particular is-
sue affecting Island se-
niors with hearing loss is 
increasingly becoming a 
priority – hearing aid af-
fordability.

Hearing aids can cost 
about $3,000, per ear, 
depending on the level 
of  hearing loss and the 
technology in the device.  
If  you need two, you may 
be looking at $6,000!  This 
isn’t a one-time purchase, 
either.  As hearing dete-
riorates, a hearing aid 
needs to be changed.  If  
you’re a senior living on 
a fixed income, it can be 
difficult to afford.

One Island couple ex-
plained that both need-
ed hearing aids in both 
ears.  They decided that 
each would get one hear-
ing aid as they couldn’t 
afford to purchase what 

was needed for both!   

Here’s the problem 
on PEI….. Under cur-
rent provincial policies, 
the AccessAbility Sup-
ports Program (formerly 
called Disability Support 
Program) is available for 
adults UNDER 65, who 
require help in supple-
menting the cost of  hear-
ing aids.  Once a person 
turns 65, the AccessAbil-
ity Supports Program is 
no longer available.  Un-
like the AccessAbility 
Supports Program, the 
application process for 

Should The Cost of Hearing Aids For 
Islanders Over 65 Be Supplemented 

The Same As For Those Under 65

seniors is basically the 
same procedure as apply-
ing for social assistance. 
Shouldn’t every Island 
adult have the same ac-
cess to help in supple-
menting the cost of  hear-
ing aids? 

The proposed solu-
tion: Supplement the 
cost of  hearing aids for 
seniors by extending the 
AccessAbility Supports 
Program to include all 
adults, not just those up 
to age 65.  Hear PEI is 
asking County Line Cou-
rier readers, individu-

Ruth Walsh of  Crapaud, left, and Evelyn Stewart of  
Breadalbane, right, invite you to sign the petition they are 

helping to circulate.  (Photo credit:  Daria Valkenburg)

By Daria Valkenburg

Stephanie Moase
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New London Community Complex

April 12- Winner Kathryn Clark $188 shown with 
New London Community Complex President 

Clayton Smith

April 5- Winner Lee Andrews $225 shown with 
CTA Volunteer Lawrence Burgoyne

April 20- Winner Michelle Neill $184 shown with 
CTA volunteer Lawrence Burgoyne

als and organizations, to 
consider writing a letter 
of  support for this pro-
posed solution.  Letters 
can be emailed to hear-
pei@gmail.com.

They have also 
launched a petition to 
be presented in the leg-
islature later this year, 
during an upcoming sit-
ting of  the new PEI gov-
ernment, asking for the 
same solution.  Several 
volunteers are circulat-
ing the petition in their 
communities and at vari-
ous events.  Ruth Walsh 
of  Crapaud, and Evelyn 
Stewart of  Breadalbane, 
are two of  the volunteers.  
They don’t have hearing 
loss themselves, but sup-
port the petition as hear-
ing loss affects so many 
of  their friends.  

 
The petition is also 

available at the:
•	 three	 PEI	 Coun-

cil of  People With Dis-
abilities offices: Char-
lottetown, Summerside, 
and Montague.  

•	 office	of 	ENT	spe-
cialist Dr. Kristian Mac-
Donald in Summerside, 
who wrote to say “this 
is important.”  Indeed it 
certainly is.

•	 South	 Shore	 Ac-
tiplex in Crapaud.  

Updates on petition 
availability locations 
are posted on Twitter (@
HearPEI) and on the blog 
at https://theauralre-
port.wordpress.com/


