
 

Are you hard of hearing?  Follow our blog at: https://theauralreport.wordpress.com 

Follow us on Twitter! @HearPEI 

Our non-profit organization: 

 Builds awareness & provides information on 
hearing related topics 

 Engages in advocacy for those with hearing loss 

 Holds regular meetings with guest speakers on 
hearing related topics 

 Fosters speech-reading classes 

 Encourages hearing accessibility in public places 

HEAR PEI 

(PEI Chapter of the Cdn 
Hard of Hearing Assoc) 

881 Rte 10 Augustine Cove 

Borden-Carleton PE  C0B 1X0 

We are your bridge to hear! 

 

 

 

Hearing Loss — Why Is It An Ignored Condition? 
 

Since April 2001, residents of PEI with hearing loss have had a non-profit volunteer organization to turn 

to for support and information.  Over the years, Hear PEI (which includes the PEI Chapter of the 

Canadian Hard of Hearing Association) has advocated for better hearing accessibility tools and 

programs on behalf of those with hearing loss, and encouraged hearing accessibility in public places. 

 

The most common issue discussed is the affordability of hearing aids, particularly for seniors.  On PEI, 

seniors and adults under 65 are not treated equally in access to hearing aid funding.  For this reason, 

during the recent PEI election, letters were sent to all political parties, suggesting that one positive 

policy change could be made by supplementing the cost of hearing aids for seniors by extending the 

AccessAbility Supports Program to include all adults, not just those up to age 65.   

 

This letter was followed by a petition, which will be brought before the legislature on July 9, on Hear 

PEI’s behalf by Leader of the Opposition and Green Party Leader, Peter Bevan-Baker. The petition 

requests the following: Supplement the cost of hearing aids for seniors by extending the 

AccessAbility Supports Program to include all adults, not just those up to age 65, or devise a 

similar program. 

 

Annie Lee MacDonald, Co-President, notes that “the petition has received support across the Island.”  

Co-President Daria Valkenburg adds that “the petition is supported by Islanders of all walks of life, of 

all ages, and from people with and without hearing loss.  One urologist told me, when I asked him to 

sign the petition, that many of his patients have hearing loss and he hears that hearing aid affordability 

is a big concern.  Of course, he signed the petition, as did every other doctor that was approached.” 

 

MacDonald explained that “it’s a matter of priorities.  We know the AccessAbility Supports Program 

needs money to operate and you might ask where it is going to come from.  The Government is 

constantly coming up with programs to enhance the lives of seniors. We feel the most important question 

to ask is to verify if there an issue with effective communication. Are seniors missing out on taking 

advantage of many of these programs because they can’t hear and can’t afford to buy hearing aids? 

Shouldn’t assistance to buy hearing aids be most important?” 

 

Why is hearing loss an issue?  Per Statistics Canada: ‘Hearing loss is an important health concern 

which is often unrecognized and undertreated. Hearing loss can have many emotional and social 

consequences including social isolation, depression, safety issues, mobility limitations and reduced 

income and employment opportunities.’   
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For Valkenburg, it’s a question of opportunity costs.  “By helping people with hearing loss to maintain 

the ability to communicate effectively, through a program like AccessAbility Supports and other 

programs to address hearing accessibility in public places, we avoid the enormous social and monetary 

costs, plus health care resources, that unaddressed hearing loss can lead to, such as depression, social 

isolation, and dementia.  The choices are to pay a bit now through a support program or pay a lot more 

later when conditions worsen.” 

 

Did you know that of the three most common chronic conditions in Canada, arthritis is #1, hypertension 

(high blood pressure) is #2, and hearing loss is #3.  Hearing loss is a chronic condition that can lead to 

more serious issues and health problems if hearing accessibility tools are not available and affordable.   

 

Hearing loss causes people to withdraw from the social interaction that is the very core of our Island 

way of life. We can all identify a family member or friend whose life is restricted because of their 

hearing loss.  

 

Hear PEI thanks Peter Bevan-Baker and the politicians who are supporting this petition.  For more 

information,   please visit the blog written by Valkenburg, The Aural Report, which discusses many 

issues faced by those with hearing loss, and gives an idea of the activities of our non-profit, volunteer 

organization.  (See https://theauralreport.wordpress.com/)   
 
Contact information:   
Email: hearpei@gmail.com 

Twitter: @HearPEI 
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