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by DariaValkenburg

The historic Kensing-
ton train station  may 
soon become a stop on 
a literacy tour celebrat-
ing the work of  Anne 
of  Green Gables creator 
Lucy Maud Montgomery.

Mayor Rowan Caseley 
told councillors during 
the July meeting he and 
Chief  Administrative 
Officer Geoff  Baker re-
cently met with Harvey 
Sawler of  Imagine Con-
sulting. Sawler is explor-
ing the possibility of   es-
tablishing the tour.

“The Kensington His-
toric Train Station is be-
ing considered as part of  
the tour,” he told council. 
“Plans are for the tour 
promoters to install sto-
ry  board signs at specific 
locations depicting the 
life of  L.M. Montgomery. 
The Train Station story 
would  be around her 
travel.”

Mayor Caseley said 
they have seen a mock-
up of  the story board and 
have given tentative ap-
proval to locating it at the 
station on the grass area 
in front of  the handicap 
parking spots. 

He said the current 
sign in front of  the train 
station needs to be im-
proved or removed  and 
he asked councillors for 
their opinion on the is-
sue. He said one possi-
bility is to develop story 
boards on such topics as 
the importance of  the 
railway to the town’s his-
tory, Kensington’s role as 
an agricultural hub, the 
history of  the train sta-
tion and possibly a menu 
board for Island  Stone  
Pub.  “Another  consid-
eration  is  to remove the 
sign completely and open 
up the view to the train 
station,” he said. “Do we 
want to keep this sign 
and put some money into 
designing something ap-
propriate for it?”

He asked  council-
lors to make their views 
known quickly, adding 
“If   we  are  to  keep  the  
sign  we  need  to commit 
some money to it and get 
it completed right away.”

Still with the train sta-
tion, council also voted  
to allocate all current 
unallocated  funds from 
the  2014-2019 direct  al-
location  under  the  Gas  
Tax  Program  in  the  
amount  of   $169,461.54 

to  the  Kensington Train 
Station/Boardwalk Ren-
ovation and Replacement 
Project. Council is also 
directing  $72,538.46  of   
their  2019/20  one-time  
top-up   funding  under   
the   Gas   Tax   program 
to the project.

In a memo to council, 
Baker noted  the  alloca-
tion will enable  the  time-
ly  completion  of   the 
project.  He noted “This  
would  see  the  project  
completed  one-hundred  
percent  through  the  
town’s  Direct  Allocation 
under the Gas Tax Pro-
gram and will require 
no investment from the 
Town’s own generated 
fund.” Baker explained 
the funding must be allo-
cated by October 1.

The chief  administra-
tive officer added alloca-
tions under the program 
for the next five years will 
be 2019/20  $148,099 (plus 
the additional $148,099 
in top-up funding); 
2020/21-$148,099; 2021/22- 
$156,537; 2022/23- $156,537 
and 2023/24-$164,897.

Kensington Train station may be part of
Montgomery literary tour

by Andy Walker

Since April 2001, 
residents of  PEI with 
hearing loss have had a 
non-profit volunteer or-
ganization to turn to for 
support and information.  
Over the years, Hear PEI 
(which includes the PEI 
Chapter of  the Canadian 
Hard of  Hearing Associa-
tion) has advocated for 
better hearing accessibil-
ity tools and programs 
on behalf  of  those with 
hearing loss, and encour-
aged hearing accessibil-
ity in public places.

The most common is-
sue discussed is the af-
fordability of  hearing 
aids, particularly for se-
niors.  On PEI, seniors and 
adults under 65 are not 
treated equally in access 
to hearing aid funding.  
For this reason, during 
the recent PEI election, 
letters were sent to all 
political parties, sug-
gesting that one positive 
policy change could be 
made by supplementing 
the cost of  hearing aids 
for seniors by extending 
the AccessAbility Sup-
ports Program to include 
all adults, not just those 
up to age 65.  This letter 
was followed by a peti-
tion, which was brought 
before the legislature on 
July 9, by Leader of  the 
Opposition and Green 
Party Leader, Peter        
Bevan-Baker. 

 Annie Lee MacDon-
ald, Co-President, notes 
that “the petition re-
ceived support across the 
Island.”  Co-President 
Daria Valkenburg adds 
that “the petition was 
supported by Islanders 
of  all walks of  life, of  

all ages, and from people 
with and without hear-
ing loss.  One urologist 
told me, when I asked 
him to sign the petition, 
that many of  his patients 
have hearing loss and 
he hears that hearing 
aid affordability is a big 
concern.  Of  course, he 
signed the petition, as 
did every other doctor 
that was approached.”

For MacDonald, “it’s a 
matter of  priorities.  We 
know the AccessAbility 
Supports Program needs 
money to operate and 
you might ask where it 
is going to come from.  
The Government is con-
stantly coming up with 
programs to enhance the 
lives of  seniors. We feel 
the most important ques-
tion to ask is to verify if  
there is an issue with ef-
fective communication. 
Are seniors missing out 
on taking advantage of  
many of  these programs 
because they can’t hear 
and can’t afford to buy 
hearing aids? Shouldn’t 
assistance to buy hearing 
aids be most important?”

Why is hearing loss 
an issue?  Per Statistics 
Canada: ‘Hearing loss 
is an important health 
concern which is often 
unrecognized and under-
treated. Hearing loss can 
have many emotional and 
social consequences in-
cluding social isolation, 
depression, safety issues, 
mobility limitations and 
reduced income and em-
ployment opportunities.’  

Valkenburg feels it’s 
a question of  opportu-
nity costs.  “By helping 
people with hearing loss 
to maintain the ability to 
communicate effectively, 

through a program like 
AccessAbility Supports 
and other programs to 
address hearing accessi-
bility in public places, we 
avoid the enormous so-
cial and monetary costs, 
plus health care resourc-
es, that unaddressed 
hearing loss can lead 
to, such as depression, 
social isolation, and de-
mentia.  The choices are 
to pay a bit now through 
a support program or 
pay a lot more later when 
conditions worsen.”

Of  the three most com-
mon chronic conditions 
in Canada, arthritis is #1, 
hypertension (high blood 
pressure) is #2, and hear-
ing loss is #3.  Hearing 
loss is a chronic condi-
tion that can lead to more 
serious issues and health 
problems if  hearing ac-
cessibility tools are not 
available and affordable.  

Hearing loss causes 
people to withdraw from 
the social interaction 
that is the very core of  
our Island way of  life. We 
can all identify a family 
member or friend whose 
life is restricted because 
of  their hearing loss. 

Hear PEI thanks Peter 
Bevan-Baker and the poli-
ticians who are support-
ing the petition.  However, 
if  we want to have the 
policy changed, we need 
the public to show contin-
ued support for this initia-
tive and to help keep the 
issue fresh in the media.  
Will you help?  Here’s how. 
Send a letter of  support to 
the editor of  newspapers, 
including this one.  Send 
your MLA a copy, and 
email one to hearpei@
gmail.com as well.

Hearing Loss — Why Is It An Ignored Condition?

Allan Betts, Clive 
Currie and Wade 

Murray will be 
playing a mix of 

Maritime, traditional 
and country music 
with special guests 

including 
singer-songwriter 

A Fun Evening of 
Entertainment

with the 
Tip Er Back Band
Thurs, August 8th 

7:30 pm at
Central Queens 
United Church 
Hunter River

Darlene Bradley and Allison Giggey.
This popular band is a favourite in the region so 

you won’t want to miss this event!
Refreshments will be served. Tickets at the door.

L-R: Annie Lee MacDonald, Peter Bevan-Baker, and Daria Valkenburg with 
the petition binders and letters of  support that were presented in the PEI 

Legislature on July 9, 2019.  (Photo credit: Pieter Valkenburg)

I don’t care what 
people think of me...
at least mosquitoes 
find me attractive.

ATTENTION:
Due to recent setbacks, 
my summer beach body 

will be postponed 
another year. 

As usual, your patience 
is greatly appreciated. 

When summer gets 
boring I start thinking 

about how Fun It would 
be If I was in school 

right now!

chuckle 
time


