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Ken Ramsay, Crow Black 
Chicken Band, Paul, Rog-
er and Dave all the way 
from Charlottetown on 
a stormy day. It all made 
for some great dancing 
and sing- alongs.

Thanks to the Clergy 
who keep us in their 
schedule of  Service-
Rev. Ches Boutilier with 
Randy Yeo and Choir 
members, Father Frank 
Jay, Pastor Sean Ward, 
organist Roseanne Ward, 
Reg and Marilyn Noye, 
Rev. Torrie Griffith and 
organist Kathleen McL-
roy. We are always so en-

After two weeks of  
rest and relaxation we 
started the New Year 
off  with very little fan 
fare. Our first activity 
on the agenda was un-
decorating the home. All 
the Christmas décor was 
placed in proper contain-
ers and stored away for 
another year. 

With the Christmas 
décor all put away our 
little tree looked pretty 
bare. Our first order of  
the day was to create 
a new décor and since 
there was lots of  snow 
around outdoors, mak-
ing a snowman seemed 
like the right thing to do. 
Lots of  interesting sto-
ries were shared about 
making snowmen and 
what props were used 
way back then. It didn’t 
take long to bring our 
tree back to life with lit-
tle snowmen. Each one 
was personalized with 
our names giving it extra 

value. 
We also had an after-

noon of  Show and Tell.
We all brought items, 
new and old, to show 
that we cherished. The 
stories behind each item 
were pretty heartwarm-
ing. 

Another stormy after-
noon we watched a mov-
ie and another afternoon 
we played a game. Pretty 
rough month!!!!!

Austin Maclin and 
Mia came to visit one af-
ternoon. Mia is a beauti-
ful German Shepard who 
is Austin’s service dog.  
Austin shared with us the 
many services she does 
not only for him but for 
Police officers and Fire-
man all suffering from 
P.T.S.D. Pretty amazing. 
Thanks Austin.

Michelle Gallant spent 
an informative session 
with us on a new exer-
cise program, with her 
help we found a few mus-
cles that we didn’t know 
we had. Ouch. We plan to 
take it slower one little 
step at a time so the mus-
cles don’t get angry at us. 
Thanks Michelle.

Thanks to our enter-
tainers who came to share 
their musical talents 
with us: Gary Arsenault, 
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photo right
Austin with his beautiful 
German Shepard friend 

and service dog Mia, 
sharing 

some time with us.

photo far right
Our Kensington Commu-
nity Care Home decor tree 
decorated and personal-
ized with smiling snow-
men.

Kensington Lions Club held a BBQ at Sunnybrook 
Farms Pet Supply on December 7, 2019 to raise funds 
for a Service Dog. Thank you to Becky Donald for her 
support and donations. Lions members are Wilford 
Gillis and Theresa Cousins.

Lions BBQ Fundraiser for 
Service Dog

By Daria Valkenburg

According to the World 
Health Organization, 
hearing loss is the 4th 
leading cause of  living 
with disability globally!  
In Canada, it is the 3rd 
most chronic condition, 
after arthritis and hy-
pertension (high blood 
pressure). With so many 
people with hearing loss, 
ideas and suggestions 
for accessibility to im-
prove communications, 
and therefore make life 
easier, continue to be de-
veloped. 

One useful idea that 
Hear PEI hopes will be 
adopted by medical and 
dental personnel on the 
Island are clear-window 
surgical masks, devel-

oped by a doctor who 
herself  has hearing loss.  
When she was a patient 
in a hospital, she found 
out for herself  how much 
stress and anxiety she 
had when she couldn’t 
see or hear what is being 
said.  That led to her de-
signing and developing 
a clear-window surgical 
mask.

For those who use 
speech reading tech-
niques to assist in com-
munication, hearing 
someone with a conven-
tional surgical mask is a 
challenge! 

In order to communi-
cate with patients, how 
many medical and dental 
personnel end up pulling 

down their masks? Con-
ventional masks muffle 
speech and make it more 
difficult to follow what is 
being said….even if  you 
hear well.

 
Communicator(tm) 

Clear-window surgical 
masks.  (Source: https://
www.hearingtracker.

com/news/clear-win-
dow-surgical-masks-are-
a-lifesaver-for-patients-
with-hearing-loss)

For more information 
on clear-window surgical 
masks and how they may 
help to better communi-
cation, send an email to 
hearpei@gmail.com

Clear-Window Surgical Masks Helpful 
In Communicating With Patients 

Who Have Hearing Loss

riched with the Services 
you share with us.

Food for Thought: 
Don’t cry because it’s 
over, smile because it hap-
pened.         Dr. Seuss.

   Until Next Time:  
Keep well!                                                                


